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Message Text 


E.O.II652:N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, BC 

SUBJECT: GABORONE: TRADE EAIR: COMMERCE FUNDING 


REF: A) 77 GABORONE 536 (B) USDOC 4187 (C) STATE 99793 

1. AS IN YEARS PAST, EMBASSY GABORONE REQUESTS TFINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FROM THE DEPT OF COMMERCE TO PERMIT OUR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
ANNUAL GABORONE TRADE FAIR TO BE HELD JULY 27, 28 AND 29, 1978. 

2. THE DEPT IS AWARE THAT NEXT TO THE INDEPENDECE DAY, THE 
TRADE FAIR IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PUBLIC EVENT IN BOTSWANA. NOT 
ONLY IS OUR PARTICIPATION EXPECTED BY THE GOB AS A SYMBOL OF 
CONTINUED USG SUPPORT, BUT THAT PARTICIPATION IS ALSO JUSTIFIED 

ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT HELPS TO DEVELOP A US MARKET. FOR EXAMPLE, 

IT IS LIKELY THAT OUR BIGGEST EXHIBITOR THIS YEAR (OUR SMALLEST 
LAST YEAR) WILL BE MOTOROLA, A COMPANY WHICH IS CURRENTLY DOING 
SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF BUSINESS WITH THE BOTSWANA POLICE 
FORCE. OTHER EXHIBITORS WILL INCLUDE BULOVA, 3M, SINGER AND 
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. 


3. FOR THE RENTAL AND RENOVATION OF THE PAVILION AND THE PRINTING 
OF THE EXHIBITION PAMPHLET, THE EMBASSY REQUESTS A SUM OF BETWEEN 
THREE THOUSAND AND THREE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS. 


4. INASMUCH AS EMBASSY HAS SUBMITTED TRADE FAIR APPLICATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FORM TO GOB, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE 
EXACT AMOUNT USDOC IS PREPARED TO AUTHORIZE ASAP. 

ALBERTI 
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